
GREAT BRITAIN
1799 January 9- Introduction of Income tax in Britain
Income tax was first introduced in Britain by William Pitt, the Younger in his an-
nual Budget and passed into law in 9th January 1799. In his Annual budget he 
proposed many measures to raise receipt of government. He used a graduated 
tax for different income level. His concept of this progressive taxation system was 
from the Adam Smith’s famous economics book of time ‘The wealth of Nation’. 
The proposed taxation system of Pitt the Younger was so unpopular that it was 
abolished in 1802. Later, the taxation was revised again by Sir Robert Peel’s gov-
ernment and implemented in the year 1842.

TURNING THE HISTORIC PAGES

GERMANY
1886 January 29- Invention of motor car
Mr. Karl Benz and Mr. Gottfried Daimler, the two Germans pioneered the mass 
production of the motor car in 29th January 1886. They were named the father of 
motors who in their demonstration exhibited the practicality of gasoline and diesel 
powered engine for mass transport. Their invention of the vehicle revolutionized 
transport more than any other invention in the field for mass transportation. Later 
in the year 1926, name of these two genius, Mr. Daimler and Mr. Benz, were 
merged together to form Daimler-Benz, the largest company of its kind in Ger-
man.

INDIA
1948 January 30- Assassination of Mahatma Gandhi.
The father of non-violence, Mahatma Gandhi, was 
assassinated by the Hindu fanatic in the year 1948 on 
30th January. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi “Ma-
hatma Gandhi” was shot to death by Nathuram Godse 
form the right-wing Hindu organization Mahasabha. 
On that very day of January, after a rigorous meeting 
of Hindu-Muslim reconciliation, among the crowd a person 
came from somewhere and bent down to take grace 
from Gandhi and touched his feet. Mahatma Gandhi, in 
response, blessed and smiled. Thereafter, the man 
stood up and fired three shots from his revolver. Even 
then, he was pronouncing the name “Rama”. The 
whole world and great leader of the countries 
across paid homage to this saintly figure for his 
teachings and practice of Non-violence for the 
welfare of the society.

41


