
LIFE & LIVING
CHRISTMAS; A Divine path was conjured

Christmas is a Christian festival which is observed to commemorate birth of Jesus Christ. 
However, today not only Christians but others also celebrate it. For instance, people in-
volved in business sectors, celebrate it by offering various kinds of gifts & discounts in their 
selling items. Some others celebrate it by organising family trips to attractive spots and so 
on. Though many people celebrate it in different ways, but very few of them know details 
about it. Keeping those things in mind, I would like to bring out its history and legacy 
attached to it.
Brief History of Christmas and its Origin:
As per the record of the Bible, Christmas had begun 2000 years ago, when Lord Jesus 
Christ was born in a little town of Bethlehem, in Israel. But the tradition of Christmas 
celebration had started much later in the history of the Christian Church. It is believed that 
Pope Julius I had proposed to celebrate Christmas on 25th December, in AD 320, for the 
first time. When Roman Emperor Constantine became Christian, he started to celebrate 
Christmas on December 25 from AD 325. But the History testifies that Christmas had to 
go through several kinds of tests. For example, during medieval period, believers used to 
celebrate Christmas by getting drunk, poor people used to go to the house of rich people 
and demanded best food and gifts for them. In 17th century Puritans ( a type of reformers 
in the church ) in England opposed celebrations of Christmas when one Statesman, Oliver 
Cornwell took over England in 1645. But when Charles II took the throne, he restored the 
tradition of Christmas celebration.
Use of Christmas Tree During Christmas Season.
There is a tradition of decorating green fir trees and keeping them inside the house or the 
church. Green fir tree signifies the everlasting life in Christ Jesus for them who put their 
faith in Him. Nobody is sure when this tradition of Christmas tree came into existence in 
history of the church. It is said that earlier Pagan Europeans used fir trees to celebrate 
their winter festivals for thousands of years. The Romans use fir trees to decorate their 
temples during their winter festivals.
Some believed that the practice of keeping Christmas tree had started from Germany. By 
16th century, it spread to England and to America as well. In 19th century western mis-
sionaries took this tradition to China and even to Japan.

Tradition of Santa Claus
Santa Claus is another attraction which we find during the time of Christmas season. We 
see Santa Claus distributing sweets and gifts to the children, who are always excited to 
receive such mysterious incidents, related to fantasy and imagination .
It’s is said that Santa Claus was a Bishop from Myra, which lies in present day Turkey. He 
was a kind man who used to visit poor children mostly at night and give them gifts. After 
his death he was buried in Myra. But in 1087 his remains were stolen and being taken to 
Italy because of which story about his good deeds spread all over Europe.
Catholic Church in Europe conferred Saint hood to him and established churches in his 
memory. Many stories were woven around him. But in the 16th century during Reformation 
period story of Saint Nicholas vanished from all the Protestant Churches. However, Protes-
tant Churches in Holland retained the story of St. Nicholas. In 17th century they took this 
tradition to New Amsterdam their colony which is presently known as New York . In 1870 
an American painter, Thomas Nast for the first time painted the image of fat Christmas 
father ( Santa Claus ) in red and white attire. 24
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MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS:
Every festival offers same sort of message. Christmas too gives us message that God loves 
us no matter, who we are and how we are.
Generally who gets people’s attention or love? Those who are successful. Poor and ordinary 
people are rarely noticed. But the God, who created us in his own image, regards or loves 
everyone equally. This can be seen in the incidents that took place during the time of Lord 
Jesus Christ’s birth.
Firstly, Bible in the book of Luke 2:8-20 says that God gives news of Christ’s birth to the 
shepherds who were watching over flocks probably which belonged to somebody else, on 
an open field away from human residence. God gives the news of Christ’s birth through his 
angel. Shepherds in those days were poor and ignorant people. They came at the lowest 
level at the social strata. There shepherds were away from comfort or were leading solitary 
lives in the open field. Yet, God remembers them and honours them by giving the news of 
the birth of Christ.
Secondly, according to Mathew 2:1-3, God gave the news of birth of Lord Jesus to non-
Jews, the wise men of the East, through a star in the sky. When they saw the star in the 
sky, they knew that was indicating the birth of the Jewish King. So they travel to Bethlehem 
to meet and worship this new King of Jews. Jews use to regard non-Jews as godless and 
lawless people. But God regards them lovingly by offering them the news of Christ’s birth, 
without discrimination.
Thirdly, in Mathew 2:1-3 it’s is written that God gave news of Christ’s birth to the Jewish 
people who use to regard themselves as righteous than others. When wise men of the 
East visited them in Jerusalem and informed them about the birth of their new born king, 
they went through their scripture to find out the exact location of his birth. After reading 
Micah 5:2, they learned that the king of Jews would be born in Bethlehem. God didn’t leave 
them but he brings news about Jesus birth even to them. He did so not because they were 
righteous but because of his love towards them.
These incidents prove that God loves all equally because Romans 3:23 says all are equally 
sinners. So, all needs to accept Lord Jesus Christ, because he alone has the authority and 
power to forgive or wash away peoples’ sins ( Mathew 1:21, 9:6, 1 John 1:9). God loves 
sinners and wants them to be saved by believing in Lord Jesus Christ ( John 3:16).
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